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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee

May I first take this opportunity in thanking my predecessor Councillor Wendy 
Cocks for her help, support and understanding in helping me take on this new role 
as Chair of this Scrutiny Committee!

My thanks also to my Vice Chair Councillor Pat Sullivan and other Committee 
members for their input and time over the past weeks.

The Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s (bit of a mouth 
full!) main function is to provide ‘critical friend’ challenge. Enable the voice and 
concerns of the public to be heard and drive improvement in public services.

Our first meeting was to receive the council’s response to the Independent Inquiry 
into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) following its investigation into historic events in 
Rochdale. The report we received summarised the findings from the Independent 
inquiry report, its context and process, but importantly to provide members with the 
information and assurance about what has changed since that period. It was 
pleasing to note that a total of 38 members of the Council were in attendance at 
this meeting.

It would be remiss of me if I did not record my total admiration, respect and thanks
To our Director of Children’s Services Gail Hopper for her professional manner in 
taking up this challenge, on behalf of this Council.
 
My further roles of responsibilities came a bit of a shock, being informed that as 
Chair you sit on the Pennine Acute Hospitals Trust and Greater Manchester 
Overview Scrutiny Committee as well! Bring it on! Ray. I will report in due course on 
the activities of these two bodies.

There was a further meeting of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee on 27th June where we considered a full and varied agenda 
including:

a. Market Oversight Report – 4th Quarter 2017/18
We received a report which asked us to consider the market oversight report which 
provides quality assurance information for services commissioned by the Adult 
Care service for 2017/18. The Adult Care Service commissions external provider 
services to deliver a range of Care services to adults with eligible social care 
needs. The Adult Care Commissioning team assures the quality of these services 
and the Care Quality Commission also regulates some of the services and the 
market oversight report presented quality assurance information for the whole of 



2017/18.

b. Link4Life Annual Performance Review 2017/18
The Committee scrutinised report that provided information relating to the 
performance of the Rochdale Boroughwide Cultural Trust, trading as Link4Life at 
the end of the financial year 2017/18. 

c. Directorate Plans – Quarterly Update
The Committee scrutinised a report that presented details of progress in the fourth 
quarter 2017/2018 (January – March) towards targets contained in the Adult Care, 
Children’s Services and the Public Health Directorate Plans.

d. Social Care Complaints – 4th Quarter 2017/18
The Committee received a report that provided us with a summary of Adult and 
Children’s Social Care complaints received during the fourth quarter 2015/2016 
(January – March). 

e. Work Programme 2018/19
The Committee considered its work programme for 2018/19 and I am confident that 
the Programme reflects the challenging and diverse remit of the Committee and we 
will continue to strive to effectively scrutinise the providers of health, social care 
and education throughout 2018/19.

Councillor Ray Dutton
Chair of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and 
Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee


